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Feature Article — Keiai English Education

Grade five and six students were invited to participate in an experience-based g
English program by, the recently opened English education facility, Kitakyushu Global =
Gateway(KGG). The facility is located within THE OUTLETS KITAKYUSHU. '

Within the brand-new facility, the attractions were designed to emulate a variety
of situations one would encounter while living or travelling abroad. The attractions §§
were created with great detail and they encourage students to converse in an all-
English environment.The scenarios that students experienced were: television program
production; vacation planning at a hotel; and shopping at the local market. These are just a few of the scenarios that can
be enjoyed at the KGG.

According to a grade six participant, “The “agents” (English speakers) were kind and engaged with us in friendly
conversation. They were easy to talk with.” “It was fun to experience various situations. I wish there was more time to
enjoy the other attractions.” said a fifth grader. A parent joyfully expressed, “Since the first grade, my child has been
studying English with native speakers. Thanks to the KGG program my child was able to gain a true sense of her current
English-speaking abilities.”

At Keiai Elementary School, English is taught from the first grade three times a week.
All classes are team-teaching classes conducted by a native English teacher, a Japanese
English teacher, and the homeroom teacher. Keiai Elementary School’s English program is
the first in Japan to be certified by Oxford University Press as an Oxford Quality program.
Furthermore, as part of our mission, we continuously strive to nurture the four skills -
reading, listening, speaking, and writing.
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